THE  NEW  MACHIAVELLI

I've told with the fullest particularity just all that I
was taught or found out for myself in these matters;
and Isabel's reading and thinking, and the fierce
silences of her governesses and the breathless warn-
ings of teachers, and all the social and religious in-
fluences that had been brought to bear upon her, had
worked out to the same void of conviction. The code
had failed with us altogether. We didn't for a mo-
ment consider anything but the expediency of what
we both, for all our quiet faces and steady eyes,
wanted most passionately to do.

Well, here you have the state of mind of whole bri-
gades of people, and particularly of young people,
nowadays. The current morality hasn't gripped
them; they don't really believe in it at all. They may
render it lip-service, but that is quite another thing.
There are scarcely any tolerable novels to justify its
prohibitions; its prohibitions do, in fact, remain
unjustified amongst these ugly suppressions. You
may, if you choose, silence the admission of this in
literature and current discussion; you will not pre-
vent it working out in lives. People come up to the
great moments of passion crudely unaware, astound-
ingly unprepared as no really civilised and intelli-
gently planned community would let any one be un-
prepared. They find themselves hedged about with
customs that have no organic hold upon them, and
mere discretions all generous spirits are disposed to
despise.

Consider the infinite absurdities of it! Multitudes
of us are trying to run this complex modern commu-
nity on a basis of "Hush" without explaining to our
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